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years; Oxford usually sending about a half, and Cam-
bridge about one-quarter, while the rest of them are
scattered through the lesser Universities of the
United Kingdom, and a very few, from one to five
a year, have been at no British University at all
Most of the men have taken their Bachelor's degree.
Almost all the rest have passed one or more univer-
sity examinations, and in fact by far the greater part
have taken honors of some sort, those near the top of
the list often high honors. Of course, no examination
is a perfect test of knowledge, and the results are some-
times unexpected, but as a rule the rank of the can-
didates at the examination corresponds, on the whole,
very well with their academic scholarship at the
University.
Cramming
There is a common belief that English competitive
examinations can be passed successfully only by the
aid of cramming. How far it is true is a most im-
portant question. When the limit of age for the
examination was lower than it is now the habit of
preparing for the examination with the aid of a pro-
fessional crammer was extremely common. This was
a source of much complaint, but for boys coming from
a public school the advantage of cramming, from the
point of view of success at the examination, was so
great that it became a necessity.1
1 The reports of the Civil Service Commission gave at one time
the number of students who had been especially prepared for the